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He had not the slightest interest in bookkeeping and he
was not fitted for the work. His people, well intentioned,
did not appreciate the true situation; they only felt that
they were offering the best means to success such as his
brothers and sisters had achieved. That the boy liked
best driving and working with horses and that he had
been able to take care of himself by working in these
ways when he was away from home, did not mean any-
thing to them, whereas it can readily be seen that even
the association with bad companions might have been
explained through the lack of interest the boy felt in his
forced occupation. Had he been busily engaged in pur-
suits which held his interest he might never have sought
such companionship or have been so ready to follow sug-
gestions made.

The proof that these points were vital matters for his
whole career is shown by the fact that, acting upon ad-
vice given in the light of psychological findings, the boy
was placed at farm work, and now, five years after he
was first seen, we hear that he is still in the country and
doing very well. He has worked satisfactorily, is earn-
ing good wages, was long ago released from court super-
vision, and is apparently happy with his station in life.
His family have recognized the facts in the case and are
themselves quite reconciled to his career as a farmer.

Certainly the study of this boy was well worth while,
and the practical results based upon the findings of this
study are conclusive evidence of the social importance
involved in the recognition of special abilities and dis-
abilities. The educational applications cannot be so
definitely stated, because when seen the boy was too
old to make it practicable to give him any individual
training. Had he been considerably younger one might
have suggested definite methods whereby he would have
improved, perhaps, in certain directions. Knowing that